Lepirudin treatment in a girl with iliac vein thrombosis, severe pulmonary embolism and suspected heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT) II.
We report on a 15-year-old girl referred to us for dyspnea. Investigations revealed multiple pulmonary emboli originating from iliac vein thrombosis. As under heparin therapy, d-dimers rose again and the thrombus grew significantly in size while platelet count decreased by >30%. A diagnosis of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT) type II was suspected, heparin-treatment was stopped and lepirudin therapy was started successfully at a doses of 0.15 mg/kg bw/hr.